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Venice Biennale

‘War, refugees, destruction’: colonialism and conflict
key themes of Venice Biennale

This year’s ‘Olympics of the art world’ features many artists
wrestling with ideas of colonialism and its lingering influence

Lanre Bakare Arts and culture correspondent
Fri 12 Apr 2024 06.00 CEST

This year’s Venice Biennale is being billed as an event rooted in the now, in a world
of conflict and division - or, as one newspaper put it, the celebration of global art
will be full of “war, refugees, destruction”.

Another theme that runs through many of the pavilions is colonialism: both its
legacy in the form of restitution debates, and Europe’s lingering presence -
physically and psychologically - in those countries that were formerly colonised.

More than half a dozen of the pavilions taking part - including Ireland, Portugal,
Brazil, the Netherlands, Ethiopia and the UK - contain art or artists who are
wrestling with ideas of colonialism and its influence more than half a century after
many states gained independence.

The Irish entry features a film made by Eimear Walshe, which combines ideas
around the 19th-century land contestation and the current housing crisis in Ireland,
while the Dutch pavilion features Congolese collective Cercle d’Art des Travailleurs
de Plantation Congolaise who have secured a loan of a contested colonial-era
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artefact. The UK’s representative, John Akomfrah, has consistently interrogated
ideas connected to colonialism since the early 1980s.

The Brazilian pavilion has been renamed the Hihawpua pavilion, which refers to the
name the Patax6 people use for the land that is now known as Brazil.

The team behind it say that that decision chimes with the Biennale’s theme of
Stranieri Ovunque - Foreigners Everywhere, and is intended to highlight indigenous
voices in a country that recently apologised to Indigenous groups for persecution
during the dictatorship. “Many Indigenous peoples are still foreigners within
Brazilian territory: perceived as outsiders,” says Gustavo Caboco, one of three
indigenous curators of the pavilion.

The Biennale’s artistic director, Adriano Pedrosa, is also a Brazilian whose own
curation has regularly spotlighted Indigenous artists and culture, while the 58-year-
old has invited many artists from the global south to the Giardini and the Arsenale.

Brazil’s former coloniser, Portugal, has a pavilion curated for the first time by three
women of afro-descent (Monica de Miranda, Sonia Vaz Borges and Vania Gala), and
looks back at the European state’s legacy in Africa where it colonised Angola, Cape

Verde, Guinea, Mozambique and islands in the Gulf of Guinea.

At its centre is the concept of the “creole garden”, which were the pieces of land
enslaved people were allowed to cultivate. The garden - full of plants with a
connection to Portugal’s colonial past - will take up the main space in the palazzo,
and also references Amilcar Cabral, an agricultural scientist turned revolutionary
leader who defeated Portugal in Guinea-Bissau.

De Miranda said: “The forest was always the place that [Cabral] was safe and able to
plan the strategy to defeat the colonial power, so for us the forest is a place of refuge
as well.”

The Ethiopian pavilion has a special significance: it’s the first time the country has
taken part at Venice and the invitation to came from Italy, a state that occupied it for
five years but never managed to colonise it.

Its curator, Lemn Sissay, said the presence of Ethiopia at the “Olympics of the art
world” was a significant moment for the African nation, which makes it harder for
countries like Britain that hold its artefacts to retain them.

The Nigerian pavilion has an even stronger connection to the restitution debate: it is
being curated by Aindrea Emelife, the curator of modern and contemporary art at
Mowaa, the Museum of West African Art, which has been at the forefront of the
debate over the return of the Benin bronzes.

Emelife said the eight artists taking part - including Toyin Ojih Odutola, Precious
Okoyomon and Yinka Shonibare - have been asked to create work about the
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“potential” of Nigeria, from the colonial era to the present day and into the future.
“There’s definitely a post-colonial element to what the artists are making,” she said.

“If you think of moments of optimism for any nation post-independence, there is
this galvanising force, so it’s natural that that comes to play. But the artists who are
discussing colonialism are also trying to resist it ... and not repeat the mistakes.”
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O "“Jardim Crioulo” do projeto “Greenhouse", escolhido para representar
Portugal na 60.2 Bienal de Arte de Veneza, a partir de abril, vai recriar as
plantagdes privadas, “cultivadas por pessoas escravizadas como atos de
resisténcia e fontes de alimentagao”

Este jardim, segundo informagéo constante no sitio ‘online’ da Bienal de
Veneza, constituira “uma antitese da plantagdo monocultural’, e sera
"densamente plantado e repleto de biodiversidade” com o objetivo de
promover “um espaco discursivo de possibilidade, multiplicidade,
libertagdo e sobrevivéncia".

O projeto da autoria das curadoras e artistas Mdnica de Miranda, Sdénia
Vaz Borges e Vania Gala foi escolhido em 2023, num concurso limitado
organizado pela Direcdo-Geral das Artes (DGArtes), com um montante
financeiro global disponivel de 385.000 euros, e representara oficialmente
Portugal na Bienal de Arte entre 20 de abril e 24 de novembro.

Parte central da concecgdo, o "Jardim Crioulo” da “Greenhouse”, ainda
segundo o sitio ‘online’, acolherd um vasto programa de "agdes
interdisciplinares e transformadoras” e sera composto por plantas
provenientes da botanica tropical, cultivadas segundo os principios da
permacultura e da agricultura sintrpica’, caracterizada pela organizagao,
integragao, equilibrio e preservagdo de energia no ambiente.

"0 jardim crioulo é simultaneamente produto e processo. Sera ativado
como um arquivo vivo, um espaco educativo, um palco de gestos,
movimentos e agdes, resisténcias, fabricagdes e especulagdes, onde se
fundem as vérias identidades dos corpos de pesquisa curatorial, visual,
coreografico, transmissor e militante, para formar um corpo-solo
migrante”, indica o texto inserido em https://greenhouse2024.com/.

Monica de Miranda, Sénia Vaz Borges e Vania Gala descrevem
"Greenhouse” como um projeto "baseado em interconexdes de pratica,
teoria e pedagogia, apresentando o espago expositivo como um lugar de
experimentacao e reflexdo", baseado em quatro a¢des: Jardim (Instalagao,
Espaco e Tempo), Arquivo Vivo (Movimento, Som e Performance), Escolas
(Educacdo, Histdria e Revolugdo) e Assembleias (Publico e Comunidades).

"A criagdo de um arquivo vivo com o desenvolvimento de uma escola,
acdes performativas e uma teia de encontros entre artistas, publicos e
comunidades, num jardim em constante crescimento, tem como objetivo
fomentar espacos de fantasia, imaginagao, novas histdrias e fabula¢des
criticas” explicam ainda.

Os “jardins crioulos" misturam uma grande variedade de espécies
vegetais, e "sdo exemplos de resisténcia, exercicios de liberdade”, onde
"arranjos de vdrias espécies foram cultivados e cuidados de modo a que
arvores e aromas diferentes se protejam mutuamente”, sublinha a
curadoria.
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“"Greenhouse questiona a forma como o solo, a terra e as fronteiras se
relacionam com a politica do corpo no presente. Integra a terra como uma
forma de entender os processos de libertagéo e auto-descoberta para
criar ecologias de cuidado no ecossistema atual. Observamos estas
dindmicas no corpo migrante, o ser diaspdrico em constante movimento e
transigao’, acrescentam.

No Palazzo Franchetti, onde ficard instalado o projeto durante a Bienal de
Arte de Veneza, o jardim-escultura sera ativado através de um programa
publico alargado, integrado na exposi¢éo para tornar-se “um espacgo de
criagdo continua e dialdgica entre artistas e publico”.

O projeto das trés curadoras responde ao tema langado pelo comissario-
geral da Bienal, Adriano Pedrosa, “Foreigners Everywhere" (“Estrangeiros
em todo o lado”, em tradugéo livre), que reunird 90 representagdes
nacionais e obras de 332 artistas numa edicdo em que a migragdo e a
descolonizagdo sdo temas-chave, com foco nos criadores indigenas,
‘queer’ e ‘outsider’,

Cofundadora do Hangar (Centro de Investigagao Artistica), em Lisboa,
Ménica de Miranda foi nomeada em 2019 para o Prémio EDP Novos
Artistas e, em 2014, para o Prémio Novo Banco de Fotografia, e tem a sua
obra representada em varias cole¢des, tanto publicas como privadas,
entre as quais a Fundagao Calouste Gulbenkian, o Museu Nacional de Arte
Contemporanea, a Nesr Art Foundation e o Arquivo Municipal de Lisboa.

Sdnia Vaz Borges apresenta-se como uma "historiadora interdisciplinar”,
cuja carreira se desenvolveu em universidades publicas de Lisboa, Berlim
e Nova lorque.

Com um doutoramento em Ciéncias da Educacao — Histdria da Educacao,
pela Universidade Humboldt de Berlim, onde ¢ investigadora, Sénia Vaz
Borges tem dois livros publicados: “Na P6 Di Spéra. Percursos nos Bairros
da Estrada Militar, de Santa Filomena e da Encosta Nascente” e "Militant
Education, liberation struggle and consciousness. The PAIGC education in
Guinea Bissau 1963- 1978" ("Educagédo Militante, luta de libertagado e
consciencializagdo. A educagdo do PAIGC na Guiné-Bissau 1963-1978",
traducgao livre para portugués).

Vania Gala é uma coredgrafa e investigadora, cujos interesses “incidem
sobre praticas experimentais em performance, danga e teatro com énfase
em nog¢des de recusa, (ndo)performance, opacidade, pensamento-
coreografico, fugitividade, improvisagdes, dissenso e hospitalidade”

Em 2005, foi distinguida com o prémio de Melhor Performance Feminina
do Dublin Fringe Festival, e os seus trabalhos ja foram apresentados em
paises como Angola, Portugal, Noruega, Alemanha, Irlanda, Reino Unido,
Austria e Russia.

Na Bienal de Arte de 2022, Portugal foi representado em Veneza por
Pedro Neves Margues, com o projeto “Vampires in Space”, apresentado
pelos curadores Jodo Mourdo e Luis Silva.
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around the world in an array of breathtaking venues, including Venetian

Gothic palaces and deconsecrated churches.

This year promises to be full of art and wonder—here are five exhibitions

that look particularly alluring!

Beati Pacifici: The Disasters of War and the Hope
Jor International Peace, Chiesa di San Samuele,
April 16-September 29

Curated by W Bruce C Bailey, Beati Pacifici will bring together over 200
works by artists such as Jacques Callot, Francisco Goya, Otto Dix and

Marlene Dumas, assembling an anti-heroic history of Western war art” .

Taken from the Bailey collection, the works will date from the 17th century
up to the present day, offering a testament to art’s power to witness and

capture the horrors of war.

Francisco de Goya y Lucientes (1746-1828), 1st edition, Plate
19 "Ya no hay tiempo" ("There's no more time"), from Los
Desastres de la Guerra ("The Disasters of War"), 1810-1820,
printed in 1863

Alongside these artworks, New Yorker art critic Jackson Arn” has written an

essay for the catalogue and Margaret Atwood” has written a poem titled

“The Disasters of War: A Sequel”. Full of big names, this promises to be a
moving exhibition that turns a brutally honest eye on the reality of conflict—

crucial, perhaps, at a time when there is so much of it in the world.
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Musei delle Lacrime (Museums of Tears), Museo
Correr, April 17-November 24

Born in 1971 in Brescia, Italy, Francesco Vezzoli is one of the most successful
Italian artists in the world. His work uses video installations, embroidery,
photography, live performances and now classical sculpture” to explore

contemporary culture.

"Musez della Lacrime will
confront the ideology of

museum as an assertion of
power”

This Venice Biennale is not his first rodeo: his works were selected at the
49th, 51st and 52nd art editions, as well as the 2014 Architecture Bienniale.
This year will see his work presented at Museo Correr in St Mark’s Square,

Venice, where it will confront the ideology of museum as an assertion of
power.
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Francesco Vezzoli, Le Gant d’‘amour (After de Chirico and Jean Genet), 2010, Inkjet print on canvas

Nearly 30 years ago, Vezzoli began embroidering tears onto images of

masterpieces” . Musei Delle Lacrime will present historical works with newly-

created pieces, and marks a historic moment for the Venice International
Foundation as it is the first time an artist has been invited to reimagine a

venerated space in Venice, the Museo Correr.

Breasts, ACP Palazzo Franchetti, April 18-
November 24
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"The exhibition reflects on
themes including
motherhood, sexuality and
illness”

Article continues after add

What results is five rooms’ worth of painting, sculpture, photography and
film, curated by Carolina Pasti, reflecting on themes including motherhood,
sexuality and illness. The exhibition investigates how breasts can be used as
metaphors for wider socio-political realities and as expressions of personal

. . . /
identity, as well as promoting awareness of breast cancer” .
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Marcel Duchamp, Priére de toucher(Please Touch), 1947

Artworks include a mixed-media piece by Marcel Duchamp titled Priére de
toucher (Please Touch), which presents a foam rubber breast fixed to the cover
of the book, Le Surréalisme en 1947, Robert Mapplethorpe’s Surrealist
photography and a film by Laure Prouvost called Four For See Beauties which

recalls the stages of human life transformation.

Yu Hong: Another One Bites the Dust, Chiesetta
della Misericordia, April 20-November 24

Contemporary artist Yu Hong’s first major European exhibition, Yu Hong:
Another One Bites the Dust, will feature figurative and narrative paintings
that respond to the Chiesetta della Misericordia, a deconsecrated

Romanesque-Byzantine church” founded in the tenth century by

Augustinian friars.

Yu Hong, Walking through Life, 2019-22, acrylic on canvas.
© Yu Hong. Courtesy Lisson Gallery
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art” and her work draws from Buddhist narrative painting, Byzantine icons

and the Italian Baroque .

"Yu Hong's work draws
from Buddhist narrative
painting,
Byzantineiconsand
theItalian Baroque”

Moulding the exhibition to the exhibition space, Yu Hong has created a work
to fit the architectural dimensions of the Chiesetta Della Misericordia’s
Baroque altar, staging seven human events in a single composition that is
both desperate and miraculous. Yu Hong comments, “Everyone seeks some

form of salvation, and I believe it should arise not only from divine sources”

but also from within ourselves.”

Greenhouse, Palazzo Franchetti, April 20-
November 24

A collective project by artist-curators Monica de Miranda, Sénia Vaz Borges
and Vania Gala, Greenhouse will represent Portugal at the 60th Biennale di
Venezia. Using plants that are native to African countries, the artists will

create a “Creole garden” in Palazzo Franchetti, a Venetian Gothic” palace first

erected in the 16th century. The “Creole garden” is a reference to private plots

that were tended by enslaved people as acts of resistance and survival in

plantations.
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The exhibition connects ideas of ecology, decolonisation, diaspora and
migration through a richly biodiverse” space created in collaboration by
artists from different backgrounds (visual art, history and choreography).
Alongside the plants, the garden will also stage sound installation sculptures,
workshops and participatory events, creating a transdisciplinary space for

participation and solidarity.

Greenhouse also marks two important anniversaries: the centenary of
Amilcar Cabral” (1924-73), a Bissau-Guinean anticolonial leader and

agronomist who was vital to Bissau-Guinea’s independence from Portugal in

1973; and the 50th anniversary of the Carnation Revolution”~ which deposed

Portugal’s dictatorship in April 1974.

For more information about the 60th La Biennale di Venezia,

visitlabiennale.org/en”

Cover image: Monica de Miranda, Creole Garden, 2024, inkjet print on cotton

paper © Monica de Miranda, Courtesy of the artist
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Visitors wait to enter into the British pavilion at the Giardini during the 60th Biennale

Art 2024 ... [+] GETTY IMAGES

The 60th edition of the Venice Biennale art extravaganze runs

until November 24 at two main venues, Giardini and Arsenale, as
well as countless offsite locations, official and unofficial. There
are 88 national participants this year, with four countries
entering for the first time: Republic of Benin, Ethiopia, United
Republic of Tanzania and Democratic Republic of Timor Leste.

Here are 11 of the must-see country pavilions.
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Giardini

1. Great Britain: John Akomfrah, ‘Listening All Night
To The Rain’

John Akomfrah Canto V, Listening All Night To The Rain, British Pavilion at Venice
Biennale 2024 JACK HEMS

Listening All Night To The Rain marks artist and filmmaker John
Akomfrah’s latest exploration of memory, migration, racial
injustice and climate change. This exhibition delves deeper into
the significance of listening and sound, presenting a single
installation comprising eight interlocking multi-screen works. It
serves as a manifesto, advocating for listening as a form of
activism and highlighting progressive theories of acoustemology,

which emphasize the transformative power of listening.

2. France: Julien Creuzet, ‘Attila cataract your
source at the feet of the green peaks will end up in
the great sea blue abyss we drowned in the tidal
tears of the moon’
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France’s colorful, immersive multimedia installation includes
hanging objects wrapped in spools of thread and bronze
sculptures filled with lavender water. The installation also
includes sound and video inspired by the artist’s Carribean

heritage.

3. Australia: Archie Moore, ‘Kith And Kin’
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Archie Moore 'Kith and Kin' at the Australian pavilion, Venice Biennale 2024 AFP VIA GETTY

IMAGES

Winner of the Golden Lion for best pavilion, the Australian
exhibition features an installation by First Nation artist Archie
Moore. Kith and Kin is a touching tribute to Australia's First
Nations people and an examination of the lasting impacts of
colonialism. Set in a black-and-white space with a reflective pool,
Moore has adorned the walls and ceiling with a hand-drawn
genealogical chart. Spanning 65,000 years and 2,400
generations, it showcases his ancestral ties to the Kamilaroi,

Bigambul, British, and Scottish lineages.

4. United States: Jeffrey Gibson, ‘the space in which
to place me’
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A view of the US Pavilion at Giardini during the 60th Biennale Art 2024 on April 19, 2024
in Venice GETTY IMAGES

Jeffrey Gibson's selection to represent the United States at the
60th Venice Biennale marks the first solo presentation of an
Indigenous artist for the U.S. Pavilion. A riot of bold colors,
patterns and text combine American, Indigenous, and Queer
histories with references to popular subcultures, literary and
artistic traditions. A member of the Mississippi Band of Choctaw
Indians and of Cherokee descent, Gibson deploys these myriad
influences as a form of resistance. His practice deconstructs the
ways in which notions of taste, authenticity, and persistent
stereotypes of Indigenous people are used to delegitimize cultural

expressions that exist outside the mainstream.

5. Japan: Yuko Mohri, ‘Compose’
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Visitors look at an installation by artist Yuko Mohri at Japan's pavilion at Venice Biennale

2024 AFP VIA GETTY IMAGES

Inspired by the resourcefulness seen in Tokyo's subway repairs,
Yuko Mohri has crafted an unusual orchestra using similar
materials. A fan makes a rubber tube vibrate, causing a shopping
bag to rustle; rain hitting a plastic sheet creates a symphony with
wind chimes. Clusters of decaying fruit are wired to electrodes,
generating synthetic sounds and lights based on their moisture
levels. These kinetic sculptures nod to Erik Satie, Marcel

Duchamp, John Cage, Nam June Paik, and the Fluxus Movement.

Arsenale

6. Malta: Matthew Attard, ‘I Will Follow The Ship’
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Malta pavilion, Arsenale MALTA ARTS COUNCIL

The Malta pavilion examines how contemporary drawing and
digital technology merge with historical imagery. It focuses on
ship graffiti, drawings and ex-voto motifs found on chapel
facades in Malta. The artist collaborates with an eye-tracker, a
sophisticated scientific tool, to create intricate drawings. He sees
this tool as an extension of himself, exploring the intersection
between humans and machines. The eye-tracker becomes a smart

partner in producing modern art.

7. Benin: Chloé Quenum, Moufouli Bello, Ishola Akpo,
Romuald Hazoume, ‘Everything Precious Is Fragile’
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The pavilion of the republic of Benin at the Biennale at the Arsenale during the 60th

Biennale Art ... [+] GETTY IMAGES

For its first participation in the Venice Biennale, Benin presents
an exhibition that explores the themes of the slave trade, the
figure of the Amazon, and Vodun spirituality. It also delves into
the contemporary realm with the Geledé philosophy, focusing on
"rematriation” a feminist interpretation of restitution that
advocates not only the return of objects but also Beninese
philosophy and ideals predating the colonial era. Moufouli Bello’s
large-scale portraits of women with bright blue backgrounds and
luminous colors provide. Visitors are invited to enter Romuald
Hazoume’s sculpture made from oil cans which he says captures

energy and transplants power into viewers.

National Pavilions Offsite

8. Holy See (Vatican): Bintou Dembélé, Simone
Fattal, Claire Fontaine, Sonia Gomes, Corita Kent and
Claire Tabouret, Marco Perego, ‘With My Eyes’ At
Giudecca Women's Detention Home
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Holy See Pavilion, 60. International Art Exhibition — La Biennale di Venezia, "With My

Eyes", MARCO CREMASCOLI

Inside a Women's Prison on Giudecca island, an exhibition
promises a unique experience, though securing one of the 100
daily viewing slots might be a challenge. The Vatican Pavilion
showcases artworks created in collaboration with inmates. A
poignant short film titled Dovecote, directed by Marco Perego
and starring Zoe Saldana (Avatar) alongside twenty inmates,
adds depth to the exhibition. Guided tours of the Pavilion, led by
two female prisoners, are available in four slots each day.
Notably, Pope Francis will make his first-ever pontifical visit to
the Biennale on April 28th. Of particular interest to the Pope
might be the large mural on the prison chapel wall, inspired by
feet in paintings by Mantegna and Caravaggio, and painted by
Maurizio Cattelan, known for his controversial 1999 sculpture

depicting Pope John Paul II struck by a meteorite.

9. Nigeria: Tunji Adeniyi-Jones, Ndidi Dike, Onyeka
Igwe, Toyin Ojih Odutola, Abraham Oghobase,
Precious Okoyomon, Yinka Shonibare, Fatimah
Tuggar, ‘Nigeria Imaginary’ At Palazzo Canal
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Installation view, Nigeria Imaginary at the Nigeria Pavilion at the 60th International Art ...

[+] MARCO CAPPELLETTI

In a grand 16th-century palazzo, a national exhibition offers a
hopeful outlook. Curated by Aindrea Emelife from Nigeria's
Museum of West African Art (MOWAA), the display features
diverse artworks including painting, sculpture, drawing,
photography, installation, sound, AR, and film. Named Nigeria
Imaginary, it serves as a modern-day Mbari Club, a hub for
cultural activities established in 1961 by Ulli Beier, Wole Soyinka,
and Chinua Achebe, who saw art creation as a national duty. The
exhibition showcases a variety of historical objects, such as
fragments of a yellow bus, a two-faced Tkenga (a carved wooden
figure representing power), and vintage magazines like Drum
Magazine and Black Orpheus. Among the highlights are a vibrant
painting by Tunji Adeniyi-Jones stretched across the ceiling and a
detailed sculptural installation by Yinka Shonibare featuring

replicas of looted artworks.

10. Ethiopia: Tesfaye Urgessa, ‘Predjudice And
Belonging’ At Palazzo Bollani
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Tesfaye Urgessa with his work KAMERON COOPER

For this first Ethiopia Pavilion in Venice curated by British writer
and broadcaster Lemn Sissay, Tesfaye Urgessa presents 18 oil
paintings inspired by his thirteen years spent in Germany,
helping with translation in immigration camps: “People tend to
think I am painting victims in my canvases but it’s completely
different. The figures hold all kinds of emotions, fragility as well
as confidence. It is the figure presented without any judgement. It

is saying this is who I am, this is what I am.”

11. Portugal: Monica De Miranda, Sonia Vaz Borges,
Vania Gala, ‘Greenhouse’ At Palazzo Franchetti
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Portugal Pavilion, Venice Biennale 2024 MATTEO LOSURDO

Greenhouse, the collective project by artist-curators Monica de
Miranda, S6nia Vaz Borges and Vania Gala, uses plants native to
African countries to create a “Creole garden” in the beautiful
Palazzo Franchetti, referencing private plots tended by enslaved
people as acts of resistance and survival. The project proposes
soil as a vector of decolonial and ecological engagement, capable
of both sustaining growth and archiving traces of historical
violence, connecting past, present and future, the politics of the

land, history, body and identity.

Practicalities

Stranieri Ovunque — Foreigners Everywhere runs until Sunday
November 24, 2024, organized by La Biennale di Venezia. Closed
on Mondays, except April 22, June 17, July 22, September 2 and

30 and November 18.

Summer hours (to 30 September): Giardini and Arsenale: 11 am

—7pm

Fall hours (from 1 October to 24 November): Giardini and

Arsenale: 10 am — 6 pm
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Tickets: Full price €30 or 3days €40/weekly €50 Concession €
20 for over 65 and residents in Venice. Students and/or Under 26

€16. Valid ID is required at the entrance.

Off-site exhibitions throughout the city are free and most run
through until the fall but do check dates.

Where To Stay

There are lots of apartments to rent but for a more convenient

stay, the Hotel Wildner is a characterful pensione, ideally located
for the biennale main venues. Double room rates are from 100-

250 euros, depending on the season.

For a truly luxurious stay, overlooking the Grand Canal, minutes
from Piazza San Marco, is the glorious, art-filled St Regis with a
chandelier designed by Ai Weiwei and works by Gregor
Hildebrandt, Julien Opie, Jaume Plensa and Tony Cragg. Double
room rates are from 850 euros/night, depending on the season.
Follow me on Twitter or LinkedIn. Check

out my website or some of my other work here.

a Joanne Shurvell @

I've been writing on travel, food, fashion and culture for the past decade
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Greenhouse: Pavilhao de Portugal/
Representacao Oficial Portuguesa na
60?2 Exposicao Internacional de Arte
de Veneza — La Biennale di Venezia

2024

K2
@ |
=
K
3
.
£
l©
O
b

— por Paula Ferreira

Greenhouse: um Ensaio
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Transpondo o hermetismo do espaco expositivo e a sacralidade da obra de arte, um
jardim crioulo, que abriga um arquivo vivo, uma escola e assembleias, reestrutura a
participacao portuguesa na Bienal de Veneza em sua sexagésima edicao, que
decorre entre abril e novembro deste ano. Uma concepcao transdisciplinar,
GREENHOUSE é um projeto idealizado a partir do alinhamento de diferentes areas do
conhecimento artistico, por Ménica de Miranda, Sonia Vaz Borges e Vania Gala. Dos
principios da transversalidade e da solidariedade radical, a representacao nacional
elaborada coletivamente entre uma artista visual, uma investigadora e uma
coreografa oblitera certas hierarquias — entre curador e artista, natureza e cultura,
pensamento e pratica —, e aponta para aquilo que se pode imaginar como uma
proposta artistica para o futuro.

Ancorada na transdisciplinaridade, a estrutura do projeto faz convergir pratica,
teoria, pedagogia e experimentacdao em acdes que dialogam com o jardim crioulo
concebido dentro do salao principal do Palazzo Franchetti. Cultivado pelos principios
da permacultura e da agricultura sintropica e habitado por espécies botanicas que
fazem referéncia a flora tropical, o jardim assume a forma de escultura e instalacao
em simultaneo, acolhendo em si as a¢cdes que compdem o projeto. Ao ativar-se
através do encontro e da partilha, revive metaforicamente o que o poeta e escritor
Edouard Glissant denominou “jardim crioulo” — conceito que assume uma dupla
funcado em seu pensamento: por um lado, faz referéncia as hortas cultivadas por
pessoas escravizadas, de maneira clandestina, como meio de subsisténcia
(permeadas por uma diversidade de plantas que se protegiam mutuamente), e, por
outro, representa um espaco de diversidade cultural, interconexao e dialogo
fundamental a criacdo da identidade crioula.

Em GREENHOUSE, o jardim crioulo se transforma em um espaco central e de
convergéncia de ideias, acoes e presencas. A comecar pelo Arquivo Vivo, iniciativa
que explora o movimento, o som e a acao: através de uma instalacao sonora que o
habitard permanentemente, composta a partir de uma peca criada pelas trés
artistas-curadoras e por transmissdes de radio do projeto The Funambulist —
plataforma de investigacao que, por meio de podcasts e publicacbes impressas, se
dedica as politicas do espaco e dos corpos; e pela performance Passa Folhas, um
“arquivo vivo coreografico”, criacao de Vania Gala em colaboracao e escuta com
outros artistas, que explora a ideia das raizes subterraneas do jardim, que se
interligam, misturam e entreajudam como forma de pensar os movimentos dos
COrpos em cena, e a posicao “de cabeca para baixo”, ou “de pernas pro ar”, que
articula relacées com a cosmologia Kalunga e as suas imagens do mundo ancestral.

Uma escola também sera parte dessa proposta de questionamento da construcéao
epistemoldgica do espaco expositivo. A partir do pensamento da historiadora
militante Sonia Vaz Borges, sera criado um programa de acdes educativas e
workshops, que também terao lugar no jardim crioulo, inspirados pelas experiéncias
de educacao militante levadas a cabo pelo Partido Africano para a Independéncia da
Guiné-Bissau e Cabo Verde (PAIGC), entre 1963 e 1972!11 Enquanto estruturas
mantidas nas areas “libertadas” pelo partido, as escolas militantes formaram
programas comprometidos e engajados na luta anti-colonial, os quais se
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sustentavam sobre trés pilares: a formacao politica, a técnica, e a transformacao dos
comportamentos individuais e coletivos. Transportar essas ideias para a bienal
significa repensar a arte enquanto espaco de aprendizado e conhecimento,
concebendo programas que privilegiam o acesso as comunidades marginalizadas
pelos sistemas normativos de educacao, como as comunidades afro-diaspoéricas, as
populacdes migrantes e refugiadas e as pessoas com deficiéncias visuais e
auditivas. Quatro momentos marcam essa vertente de GREENHOUSE: Walking
Archives/Arquivos Errantes, Silent Speaking/Conversar com Siléncios, Futuristic
Schools/Espacos de Educacao Futuros e Grounded Soil/Solo em terra.

No primeiro, excertos de historias e memaorias de combatentes das lutas de
libertacdo serdo rememorados em uma leitura-performance, em que Apolo de
Carvalho, Juliana da Penha e Sénia Vaz Borges caminharao pelo jardim, em meio a
imagens e objetos de seus arquivos individuais, estabelecendo um espaco que se
torna publico através da partilha e da conversa. Silent Speaking/Conversar com
Siléncios, a segunda acao, se concentra sobre a educacao militante em dialogo com
formas marginalizadas de comunicacao em um workshop-discussao realizado em
lingua gestual, com materiais em escrita braille. No seminario liderado por Sénia Vaz
Borges e Virgilio Varela, Futuristic Schools/Espacos de Educacao Futuros, sera
proposta uma reflexdao sobre a educacéao do futuro, a partir das trés bases da
educacao militante, do Afrofuturismo enquanto estética cultural e da metodologia
Dragon Dreaming, inspirada na cultura aborigene australiana. A ultima iniciativa
resguardada pela escola construida por GREENHOUSE reune um
workshop/performance, em colaboracdo com Aderbal Ashogun, e uma
palestra/discussao, com Ruth Wilson Gilmore, que visam meditar sobre as relacdes
entre as lutas libertarias e os direitos da terra.

O programa de ativacOes se completa através das assembleias, que acontecem em
meio as plantas, esculturas-canteiros e jardins verticais que crescem e cultivam o
espaco, em permanente transformacao. Nomeadas a partir das varias morfologias do
jardim, Rizomas, Bolbo, Pdlen, Biomas e Quintais convidam artistas, escritores,
curadores de outros pavilhdes, investigadores e o proprio publico a criarem
interseccoes e redes de pesquisa e reflexdo, em discussdes que abrangem desde a
musica e a palavra falada como ferramentas poéticas de resisténcia e libertacao, até
ao papel de artistas-curadores e coletivos do “sul global” e das comunidades Afro-
Diasporicas na criacao de redes de apoio mutuo.

Em GREENHOUSE, o jardim surge como um contraponto ao objeto fruto do génio
individual, a pedagogia se oferece enquanto uma pratica artistica, a criacao coletiva
sugere uma alternativa a individual, o discurso politico atravessa o pensamento
estético, o espaco expositivo é, simultaneamente, expandido e recriado, a separacao
entre criadores e publico se dissipa, dentre outras instadncias dogmaticas que sao
superadas, revelando a sua propria obsolescéncia. Ha um inequivoco mérito das
proposicdes levantadas pelo projeto e, ainda, pela escolha deste para levar a
producéo artistica nacional a um dos eventos de maior projecdo no campo artistico.
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Se, por um lado, essa participacao vem para “apresentar (...) o pais que somos hoje,
com toda a suariqueza e pluralidade”, como coloca Pedro Adao e Silva, o ex-Ministro
da Cultura, em material direcionado aos media, por outro, ela dialoga de maneira
contundente com a tematica central desta edicdo do evento que, na chamativa frase
“Estrangeiros por Todo Lado”, anuncia a sua (muito contemporanea) preocupacao
com a intensificacao de fluxos migratérios e as politicas estatais que legislam sobre
fronteiras e corpos. Resta analisar o que se encontra sublimado pelas entrelinhas da
relacdo entre um projeto desse porte e a realidade material em que a Bienal de
Veneza verifica-se.

Foreigners Everywhere!

“Sem todos esses escritores, teria sido preciso efetuar o retorno “ao Pais Natal” sem balizas, nem apoios, sem
até mesmo esses vaga-lumes esparsos que nas noites azuladas guiam a daspera esperanca dos viajanteZS
perdidos.” [

Quando os escritores lean Barnabé, Patrick Chamoiseau e Raphaél Confiant
escreveram Eloge de la Créolité, em relacdes dialdgicas com as ideias de Aimé
Césaire, Edouard Glissant, Frantz Fanon e outros teéricos decoloniais, sugeriram a
Arte como 0 momento primeiro da afirmacéao identitaria crioula, como o seu
preambulo [3]. Neste livro-manifesto, publicado em 1989 pela editora Gallimard, os
seus autores perscrutam o desenvolvimento da literatura Antilhana, apontando
paralelismos com a formacao do préoprio povo martinicano apds a colonizacao
francesa — que, a partir de entdo, passa a ser marcado por uma alteridade.
Manifestada através de uma espécie de “filtro” de exterioridade, se revela na escrita
Antilhana (ou na sua pré-literatura, como o texto se refere) por meio do mimetismo
da escrita francesa (a literatura da metrépole), fato denunciado pelos autores como a
“condicao terrivel (...) de perceber sua arquitetura interior, seu mundo, os instantes
de seus dias, seus valores préprios, com o olhar do Outro” [4].

Em Eloge de la Créolité, é a profunda poética da escrita que se revela capaz de
ilustrar os mecanismos através dos quais a colonizacao nao se restringe a
dominacao politica e econdémica dos povos colonizados, estabelecendo também uma
relacdo de dominacao cultural — criando “estrangeiros a propria consciéncia”,
“deportados de si mesmos”. Superar essa dicotomia, romper com a expressao
mimética, encontrar a si mesmo e afirmar uma identidade é tarefa realizada através
da expressao artistica, executada com o respaldo daqueles que vieram antes, que
ensaiaram uma literatura Antilhana, ainda que permeada de exterioridade, os “vaga-
lumes esparsos” que guiam uma “aspera esperanca”. Apesar do manifesto ser
inequivocamente valido para perceber diferentes processos histéricos
experienciados por outros povos colonizados, importa ressaltar que as proposicdes
de seus autores nao procuraram reivindicar um “universalismo da diferenc¢a”, mas
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perscrutar especificamente a criacao da identidade crioula. O Outro, enquanto
antitese do sujeito universal, € uma construcao colonial — criar, portanto, um
“universalismo da diferenca” seria operar na mesma loégica dominadora.

No livro, lean Barnabé, Patrick Chamoiseau e Raphaél Confiant afirmam o principio
de néo resistir as multiplicidades que constituem a identidade crioula, tal qual “o
jardim crioulo ndo resiste as formas dos inhames que o habitam (51" GREENHOUSE
parece se nutrir da mesma imagem poderosa: a de raizes que, sob o solo, constroem
redes vitais de entreajuda e protegem umas as outras. E na multiplicidade dos
agentes que dao vida ao projeto, na sua ramificacao em diferentes vertentes do
trabalho artistico e na vivacidade com que desafia as epistemologias do meio que
parece ensaiar 161 hovos futuros, que se projetam a partir de uma pratica engajada
em repensar modos de producao, reproducao e valorizacao de conhecimentos. Na
noite ndo tao azulada da contemporaneidade, sdo essas propostas também “vaga-
lumes esparsos’.

Greenhouse (https:/greenhouse2024.com/)

Nota da autora:

“Um exercicio decolonial é imaginar formas diferentes de exposicGo e representacdo, é fazer exercicios de
especulacado ficticia. NGo se permitir esse exercicio é admitir que o mundo é imutdvel. Criar utopias

emancipatorias dentro da tradicdo daqueles que os/as dominados/as alimentaram desde sempre permite agir
e tornar possivel o que todos acreditam impossivel.” 7

Alcancar os futuros iluminados por esses vaga-lumes é, entretanto, um trabalho que nao se realiza apenas
internamente. Para além da importancia daquilo a que Francoise Verger chama de “utopias emancipatdrias”, ha
um horizonte de estruturas que precisam ser desmanteladas — nomeaé-las é um inicio possivel para esse longo
processo. Em uma passagem presente em seu ultimo livro publicado, Decolonizar o museu: Programa de
desordem absoluta, a cientista politica descreve como ha certos discursos, reproduzidos inclusive por
instituicdes culturais, que encerram os grupos e sonhos anti-coloniais no passado, mascarando as colonizacdes
em curso hoje e a emergéncia de processos verdadeiramente decoloniais. A ilusdo que esse argumento
perpetua é facilmente percebida quando tomamos como exemplo a Bienal de Veneza.

Projetando um posicionamento alinhado as aspiracdes decoloniais da contemporaneidade, nesta edicao um
espaco fundamental se abre a projetos cuja for¢a disruptiva faz com que ha nao muito tempo atras fossem
inimaginaveis, como GREENHOUSE — mas também outros, dentre a participacao brasileira, que leva a artista
indigena Glicéria Tupinamba, com curadoria de Arissana Pataxd, Denilson Baniwa e Gustavo Caboco Wapichana
e com arenomeacao do pavilhao para Pavilhao Hahawpua, e a representacao da Espanha pela artista peruana
Sandra Gamarra. E paradoxal, no entanto, que a mesma instituicdo seja responsavel por invalidar publicamente
um apelo, assinado por mais de vinte mil trabalhadores da cultura ™, pela exclusao do pavilhdo de Israel, face
as contingéncias atuais e ao processo em curso que acusa o pais de genocidio contra o povo palestino. Ainda
que nao haja exemplo mais flagrante de um processo de coloniza¢do em curso hoje do que a ocupacao da
Palestina, as palavras de ordem replicadas nos statements da bienal ndo parecem ecoar tdo longe.
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Decolonizar o passado é, claramente, mais facil do que decolonizar o presente e, por mais que queiramos
estabelecer a arte contemporanea como o territério do discurso decolonial, hd o falso universalismo de certas
instituicdes culturais (dentre as quais, a bienal de Veneza) que interrompe tal expectativa. Que sublima tdo bem
a sua complacéncia com o capitalismo racial sob discursos floreados, com retdricas vazias, a ponto de torna-la
quase invisivel — ou deixa-la tdo discreta que ndo sabemos o que fazer com ela, como denuncia Francoise
Verger. Contrariando esses mecanismos, vamos, aos poucos, aprendendo a diferenciar os verdadeiros vaga-
lumes das lanternas que, no breu, confundem a vista.

Paula Ferreira (https:/paula-ferreira.com/) é escritora,
fotégrafa e pesquisadora independente. Nascida em Sao
Paulo, atualmente vive em Lisboa. E pds-graduada em
Fotografia pela Faculdade de Belas-Artes de Lisboa e em
Estética pela FCSH NOVA. E fundadora de Aos

Cuidados, projeto que abrange publica¢cées impressas,
exposicdes e workshops dentro de tematicas
relacionadas ao acesso a salde e aos direitos aos
cuidados, sempre por uma perspectiva feminista,
interseccional e transdisciplinar. Em 2023, realizou a
curadoria da exposicao Bandeira Branca, na Galeria Irma
Feia, e o ciclo de cinema Escrever a Liberdade, no Museu
do Aljube. E assistente curadora na Anozero: Bienal de
Coimbra, edicao de 2024.

Este texto foi escrito em portugués do Brasil.
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Imagens: Mdnica de Miranda, Routes to the roots, 2024, impressao em jato de tinta em papel de

algodao, 100x66 cm; Creole Garden, 2024, impressao em jato de tinta em papel de algodao, 120x80

cm; Greenhouse, 2024, impressao em jato de tinta em papel de algodéao, 100x66 cm; Crossing, 2024, impressao
em jato de tinta em papel de algodéo, 60x40 cm. Todas as imagens: © Mdnica de Miranda. Cortesia da artista.
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Notas:

1 The PAIGC'’s Political Education for Liberation in

Guinea-Bissau, 1963-74

(https:#/thetricontinental.org/studies-1-national-

liberation-paigc-education/), VAZ BORGES, Sénia;

disponivel aqui (https:/thetricontinental.org/studies-1-
national-liberation-paigc-education/?
fbclid=lwAR2mHuKAeHhgXN4WDMbu6uHBCDiKU9QUMITFENNoKXXOBARy7ghl4FdA52Y#_ednrefb)
[2] o L

L’éloge De La Créolité: Para Uma Tradug¢Go Crioula, DA

SILVA BEIRA, Dyhorrani, p. 106; disponivel aqui
(http:#/www.realp.unb.br/jspui/bitstream/10482/23993/1/2017 _DyhorranidaSilvaBeira.pdf)

31
Ibid., p. 117.

(4]
Ibid., p. 103.

5]
Ibid., p. 116.

(6] Em Decolonizar o museu: Programa de desordem
absoluta, Francoise Verger se refere ao termo “ensaio” a
partir de uma citacao de Abolition Revolution, de Aviah
Sarah Day e Shanice Octavia McBean: “O programa de
desordem absoluta é um programa de “ensaios de vida”,
(...) de praticas que dao corpo a ideia de liberdade pela
alegria, ao amor revolucionario e a solidariedade, sem os
quais é impossivel superar as divisdes fomentadas pelo
racismo.”
[7] )

Decolonizar o museu: Programa de desordem
absoluta, VERGER, Francoise, p. 52.

[8]
O apelo aqui referenciado é a iniciativa ART NOT
GENOCIDE ALLIANCE. (https:#/anga.live/)
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GREENHOUSE // PORTUGAL NATIONAL PAVILION

April 20 - November 24, 2024

Greenhouse

Portugal National Pavilion at the 60. Art Biennale

Artists and curafors: Ménica de Miranda, Sénia Vaz Borges, Véania Gala
Commissioner: DGArtes

Open Tuesday fo Sunday 10 am - 6 pm, closed on Mondays (except for
special Biennale Mondays)

Address: Palazzo Cavalli Franchetti, S. Marco, 2847

Free admittance

Website: Greenhouse 2024

'Greenhouse’, the collective project by artistcurators Ménica de Miranda, Sénia Vaz Borges and Vania Gala, will represent Portugal
at the 60th International Art Exhibition — la Biennale di Venezia, 20 April — 24 November 2024.

The artists will create a ‘Creole garden’ in Palazzo Franchetti, referencing private plots tended by enslaved people as acts of
resistance and survival — an antithesis of the monocultural plantation.

Densely planted and richly biodiverse, the ‘Crecle garden’ fosters a discursive space of liberation, possibility and multiplicity
Created by artists from different backgrounds — visual art, history, and choreography — the project will enact a philosophy of
participation, collaboration and interdisciplinary solidarity. Connecting ideas of ecology, decolonisation, diaspora and migration,
the artistcurators will construct a garden of plants native to African countries, which will grow in the palace’s main hall throughout
the exhibition period. The project proposes soil as a vector of decolonial and ecological engagement, capable of both sustaining
growth, as well as archiving fraces of historical violence, connecting past, present and future, the politics of the land, history, body

and identity.

The garden will stage a sound installation, sculptures, dance/performance, workshops and parficipatory events. Together, these
components will create a transdisciplinary space of experimentation, encounter and collective possibility. ‘Greenhouse’ will be
grounded in four actions: Garden (Installation, Space, Time); Living Archive (Sound, Movement, Performance], School (Education,
History, Revolufion); Assemblies (Public, Communities and Publication).

The Pavilion unfixes hierarchical conventions, encouraging fluid modes of arfistic production grounded not in binaries of theory and
practice, arfist and curator, but in their interconnection. The project transforms the exhibition space into a space for action and
dialogue. Rather than a sfatic experience, it proposes the creation of a ‘living archive’. The garden will be acfivated across the
exhibition period, becoming a place of collective action and care, of multiple possibilities and pedagogy.

Conceived for the first time by three women, the Portugal Pavilion proposes the emergence of various choreographies based on
encounters and collaborations between public, communities and arfists, in resonance with the theme of the Biennale Arte 2024,
Stranieri Ovunque — Foreigners Everywhere.

Moreover, ‘Greenhouse’ develops a public program of assemblies with invited guest curators and arfists from Angola, Benin, Brazil,
Cabo Verde, Chile, France, Nigeria, United States and Saudi Arabia fostering critical thinking through collective participation and
inferaction. The Official Portuguese Representation at the ©Oth Infernational Art Exhibition — la Biennale di Venezia 2024 is
commissioned by the Directorate-General for the Arts [DGARTES).
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Greenhouse Collective to Represent Portugal in
Venice

By Sam Gaskin
Lisbon
11 January 2024

Artist-curators Monica de Miranda, S6nia Vaz Borges, and Vania Gala will
present a 'Creole garden' at the 2024 Venice Biennale.

Monica De Miranda, Double Force (2022). Inkjet print on cotton paper, 70 x 105 cm. Courtesy the artist and Sabrina Amrani,
Madrid.
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Three artist-curators will represent Portugal at the 2024 Venice Biennale.

GREENHOUSE is a collective project by visual artist Monica de Miranda, activist
Sonia Vaz Borges, and choreographer Vania Gala.
NEWS

installation. It will reflect on the relationships between nature, ecology, and
politics, and encounters between the public, communities, and artists.

Speaking to Ocula in 2020, de Miranda said her sense of self was built from both
her Portuguese nationality and her Angolan ancestry.

'My work recreates histories and places of belonging through a narrative of
displacement and affections,' she said. 'This is the shift where my work became
an emotional field, "an imagined geography" where I can express what I am,
where I come from, and what I can become.'

Her practice aligns nicely with the biennale's theme Stranieri Ovunque -
Foreigners Everywhere, which seeks to platform artists who are in different ways
foreigners and outsiders.

Commissioned by Portugal's Directorate-General for the Arts, the Portugal
Pavilion will be exhibited at Palazzo Franchetti on the banks of the Grand Canal
from 20 April to 24 November, 2024. —[O]

SUBMIT ART NEWS, ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND TIPS TO NEWS@OCULA.COM
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GREENHOUSE to represent Portugal
at the 60th Venice Biennale

BIENNALE 15 February 2024

GREENHOUSE, the collective project by Ménica de Miranda, Sonia
Vaz Borges, and Vania Gala, will represent Portugal at the 60th
International Art Exhibition — La Biennale di Venezia. The theme of
this edition is “Foreigners Everywhere,” and the exhibition will be
open to the public from April 20 to November 24, 2024, at Palazzo
Franchetti in Venice.
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© GREENHOUSE
Conceived by three artist-curators, Ménica de Miranda (artist, researcher, curator, and artistic director), Sénia
Vaz Borges (militant interdisciplinary historian), and Vania Gala (choreographer and researcher),

GREENHOUSE challenges established logics of artistic production and representation, which often reproduce
abyssal relationships between curators/artists, creators/critics, art/academia. The project also challenges
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monolithic notions of identity, culture, nation, and belonging by conceptualizing an alternative identity
construction that centers on intersections between ecology, art, and politics, bringing international
discussions to a national pavilion.

GREENHOUSE is based on the strategic complementarity between practice, theory, and pedagogy, defining the
exhibition space between experimentation and reflection through four actions: Garden (Installation, Space,
and Time); Living Archive (Movement, Sound, and Performance); School (Education, History, and
Revolution); and Assemblies (Public and Communities). The project aims to create a “Creole garden” inside
Palazzo Franchetti, shaped as a sculpture, school, stage, and installation, encompassing discursive and
performative actions and serving as a space of resistance and freedom — a transdisciplinary living archive. The
curatorial and artistic team proposes a collective action reflecting on the relationships between nature,
ecology, and politics, suggesting the emergence of various choreographies through encounters and
collaborations between the public, communities, and artists from a range of artistic and scientific expressions,
speculative and imaginary, bringing multiple voices of artists and immigrant communities on the theme “we
are all foreigners,” directly responding to the call from the Biennale’s general commissioner, Adriano Pedrosa.

The Official Portuguese Representation, curated by the Directorate-General for the Arts, will be exhibited at Palazzo
Franchetti, located on the banks of the Grand Canal in Venice, from April 20 to November 24, 2024.
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